Installing VSCode for Python
John M. Morrison
July 1, 2022

Contents
0 Introduction

1

1 Step 1: Install VSCode

1

2 Step 2, Config your Install for Pytho

2

3 Step 3: Run A Program

4

0

Introduction

The purpose of this brief document is to show you how to install the VSCode
code editor and how to get it prepared for writing Python programs. You will
be taken step by step through the process and you will test that your install
works right.
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Step 1: Install VSCode

Go to The VSCode Download Site and downlaod the installer for your system.
Installers are available for Mac, Windoze, and Linux. You will see this.
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STEP 2, CONFIG YOUR INSTALL FOR PYTHO

• Mac Make sure you choose the correct installer for your chip. You either
have an M1 chip or an Intel chip. If you are unsure, open the “About this
Mac” item from the Apple menu. A popup window will tell you your chip.
• Windoze You probably have a 64 bit machine. If you are unsure, this page
will tell you how to determine for sure if you have a 64 or 32 bit machine.
If you have Windoze11 installed, you must have a 64 bit machine.
• Linux Choose the installer for your distro.
Once you obtain the installer for your system, run it.
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Step 2, Config your Install for Pytho

Open VSCode and you wil see a window looking like this. Your contents will
be slightly different.
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STEP 2, CONFIG YOUR INSTALL FOR PYTHO

On the left, you see a bunch of icons. The fith one down is the Extensions icon.
Click on it and you will see the search window for the Extensions Marketplace.

Type python in the search bar as seeen here. Install the Python extension.
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STEP 3: RUN A PROGRAM

Step 3: Run A Program

Your VSCode program might relaunch when you do the install; this is normal.
Once that happens, click on New File... under the Start area in the Get Started
window. A menu will apper; choose Python File. Once you do this, here is what
you will see.
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STEP 3: RUN A PROGRAM

Go to the File menu (It will be in your screen’s menu bar) and choose Save As...
and name your file hello.py. You will see this.

Now type print("Hello, World!") into the window and save using the Save
item from the File menu. Of course, your system’s save keyboard combination
works, too. You will see something like this.
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STEP 3: RUN A PROGRAM

Also note that as you type, VSCode shows reference material pertinent to what
you are typing. As you progress, you will learn how to take advantage of this
productivity tool.
To run your masterpiece, hit the triangle button in the upper right-hand
corner of the VSCode screen. A terinal will appear at the bottom of the VSCode
window with your output.

You can discard the terminal window betwen runs (it fills up with junk quickly)
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STEP 3: RUN A PROGRAM

by clicking the X in the upper right-hand corrner of the terminal area. You are
ready to program in Python using VSCode.
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